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tices, incited many to turn information into a trade; and
the facility with which the crime was to be proved, en-
couraged some to gratify their malice by perjury, and
others their avarice ; so that the multitude of informations
became a pubhck grievance, and the magistrates themselves
complained that the law was not to be executed.

The perjuries of informers were now so flagrant and
common, that the people thought all informations mali-
cious ; or, at least, thinking themselves oppressed by the
law, they looked upon every man that promoted its execu-
tion, as their enemy; and, therefore, now began to declare
war against informers, many of whom they treated with
great cruelty, and some they murdered in the streets.

By their obstinacy they at last wearied the magis-
trates, and by their violence they intimidated those who
might be inclined to make discoveries; so that the law,
however just might be the intention with which it was
enacted, or however seasonable the methods prescribed by
it, has been now for some years totally disused; nor has
any one been punished for the violation of it, because no
man has dared to offer informations. Even the vigilance
of the magistrates has been obliged to connive at these
offences, nor has any man been found willing to engage in
a task, at once odious and endless, or to punish offences
which every day multiplied, and of which the whole body
of the common people, a body very formidable when
united, was universally engaged.

The practice, therefore, of vending and of drinking dis-
tilled spirits, has prevailed for some time without opposi-
tion ; nor can any man enter a tavern or an alehouse, in
which they will be denied him, or walk along the streets
without being incited to drink them at every corner; they
have been sold for several years, with no less openness
and security than any other commodity; and whoever
walks in this great city, will find his way very frequently
obstructed by those who are selling these pernicious liquors
to the greedy populace, or by those who have drank them
till they are unable to move,

But the strongest proof of the inefficacy of the late law,